Urban Cooperation Agreements

Case Example

Paint Creek Trail consists of 10.5 miles of former Penn Central railroad right-of-way extending
from the southern boundary of the Village of Lake Orion through Orion Township, Oakland

Name: Paint Creek Trail
Location: Oakland County
Population: 1,083,592

connection of approximately one mile through Rochester using city bikeway routes. The Penn
Central right-of-way was acquired as a public recreational trail in 1983. Funds for ‘acquisition
were obtained from the Michigan Land Trust Fund, and from the member communities.

available at each of the state recreation areas. '

The Paint Creek Trail links two major regional parks, the Bald Mountain State Recreation
area at the north end and the Rochester-Utica State Recreation Area at the south end. If the Paint
Creek Trail can be connected to trails in the state recreation areas, the full northwest to southeast
extent from west of M-24 in Orion Township to Utica could be approximately 22 miles. A loop trail
off the Paint Creek Trail using local bikeways and trails to connect to the northern part of Bald
Mountain, Addison Oaks County Park, and Huron Clinton Metropolitan Authority’s Stoney Creek
Park would add another 8 miles and access to any trails developed within these parks.

The Paint Creek Trail is owned by a Trailways Commission formed under the Urban
Cooperation Act, P.A. 7 of 1967. The Commission was established throu gh an intergovernmental
Trailways Agreement between the four communities of Rochester Hills, and Oakland and Orion

owning the trail, the Trailways Commissjon may: »

* Build, maintain, and operate public trails, access sites, and appropriate structures;

* Hire a director and necessary personnel;

= Establish policies or rules governing use of the trail or facilities:

* Recommend local ordinance provisions to member units;

* Apply for state or federal aid to carry out Commission functions.

As provided by the Urban Cooperation Act, the Trailways Commission has no power to levy
any tax or issue any bonds. The Trailways Agreement requires each member unit to pay a prorated
share of the annual operating budget, which covers only costs for meetings, office supplies, and

presented in 1986 for this effort.

For more information contact:
Peggy Johnson

Clinton River Watershed Council
8215 Hall Rd.

Utica, MI 48087

(313)739-1122
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Map of Paint Creek Trail showing route from Rochester/Utica State Recreation
Area To Lake Orion. :
Trail:
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